
Global Status of Commercialized biotech/gm crops in 2017
Biotech Crop Adoption Surges as Economic Benefits Accumulate in 22 Years

67 countries adopted biotech crops since 1996

adoption rates of top 5 biotech 
crop-growing countries 
reached close to saturation in 2017

4,133 approved events for 26 biotech crops in 
67 countries (1992-2017)

Biotech crops increased ~112-fold
accumulated area in 22 years is
2.3 billion hectares

24 countries planting  •  43 importing biotech crops

Source: ISAAA. 2017. Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/GM Crops in 2017: Biotech 
Crop Adoption Surges as Economic Benefits Accumulate in 22 Years. ISAAA Brief No. 53.

#GMCrops2017
#ISAAAReport2017

isaaa.org isaaa_org isaaavideosisaaa_org

www.isaaa.org
For more information, visit ISAAA website:

Million hectares 
biotech crops in 2017

Million
farmers

189.8
17

Contribution of biotech crops to food security, 
sustainability, and climate change (1996-2016)

productivity gained through 
biotechnology saved

land from plowing & cultivation

decreased environmental 
impact from herbicide & 
insecticide use by 18.4%

less pesticide applications saved 27.1 billion kgs co2 
equivalent to removing

off the road for 1 year
16.7 Million cars

increasing 
crop productivity

providing a better
environment

reducing
co2 emmissions

conserving
biodiversity

183 million hectares
US$186.1 billion

biotech crops

farm income gains
generated globally by

helping alleviate poverty & hunger

& their families totaling

biotech crops uplifted the lives of 
16-17 million small farmers

>65 million people

75.0 MHas (94.5% adoption)

23.6 MHas (~100% adoption)

13.1 MHas (95% adoption)

11.4 MHas (93% adoption)

50.2 MHas (94% adoption)
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Fastest Adopted crop technology in recent times

reached 50% OF GLOBAL 
BIOTECH CROP area IN 2017

BIOTECH SOYBEAN

Biotech Canola
10.2 Mhas

(5.4%)
Other 

Biotech Crops
1.29 Mhas (0.8%)

Biotech 
Cotton

24.21 Mhas
(12.8%)

Biotech
Soybeans
94.10 Mhas

(49.6%)
Biotech

Maize
59.70 Mhas

(31.4%)

major biotech crops (Area & adoption rate)

planting
countries

importing
countries

largest number of 
approved events since 1992

maize

232 approvals
in 30 countries

Japan

646
most number 
of approvals 

approved
events


